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Today’s Gospel - Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region

of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
:
i the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:
i A voice of one crying out in the desert:

: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.

: Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.

i The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth,

|

|

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
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<Pope Francis’ Homily>

To prepare the way for the Lord’s coming, it is essential to consider the requirements of
conversion that the Baptist calls us to embrace. What are these requirements for
conversion? First, we are called to fill the ‘valleys created by coldness and indifference by
opening our hearts to others with the same sentiments as Jesus—affection and fraternal
attention that respond to the needs of our neighbors. These ‘valleys  of coldness must be
filled. A relationship of love, charity, and fraternity with our neighbors cannot flourish if
there are ‘gaps,” just as a road with many potholes is difficult to travel. This demands a
change in attitude, one marked by a particular care for those in greatest need.

Next, we must address the indifference caused by pride and arrogance. How many people,
perhaps unknowingly, are proud, indifferent, or lack genuine kindness in their relationships!
Overcoming this requires concrete acts of reconciliation with our brothers and sisters,
including asking for forgiveness for our faults. Reconciliation is not easy—it often raises the
question, “Who will take the first step?” The Lord assists us in this if we approach it with
goodwill. True conversion is only complete when it leads us to humbly acknowledge our

mistakes, infidelities, and shortcomings.
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Name: Korean Community Church
BSB: 062786
Account Number: 000027424
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