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Today's Gospel Reading <Mark 1:21-28>

Jesus and his disciples went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the sabbath came he
went to the synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on
them because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with authority.

In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit and it
shouted, 'What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are: the Holy One of God.” But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of
him!" And the unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry went out
of him. The people were so astonished that they started asking each other what it all
meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives
orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.” And his reputation rapidly spread

everywhere, through all the surrounding Galilean countryside.

<Short Reflection> spirit speaking through this poor man was not

the man’s real voice. Christ was aware that it

was not the man’'s true self that he was
encountering. Rather than being offended by this
man, Jesus set about the work of healing him
and delivering him from this unclean spirit.
Jesus restored his true self. After Jesus engaged
him, the man was himself again. He was free

from his devils inside.

Today’'s Gospel teaches us that we should not
engage in dialogue with the devil; rather, we

have to depend on the Lord, who has the power

In the gospel reading, we hear the story of a

to restore our true selves.
man who was possessed by an unclean spirit. It Jesus Christ is our light, and our savior. What

made him address Jesus in very aggressive he did for this man, he can do for all of us.

tones, "What do you want with us, Jesus of The same Jesus who spoke with authority in the

? 27 . . .
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? synagogue is alive among us as risen Lord. The

Here we can recognize what the devil's plans powerful, life-giving word that Jesus addressed

are. The first plan of the unclean spirit is to to that man he continues to address to each of

make people think that Jesus Christ is someone us.

irrelevant to their lives. And the second plan is
to make people believe that Jesus came to
destroy and condemn us, making our lives
difficult." The devil always tempts us to in order

to separate us form God.

Against the unclean spirit, Jesus does not enter
into dialogue, and he just says ‘Be quiet! Come

out of him!" Jesus knew that the voice of the

Let us allow the word of the Lord to penetrate
our hearts so that he can silence the
temptations of devil. Of course it is not easy,
but through him, with Him, and in him, we can
overcome the temptation. Our Lord will heal us
me as he gave new life to a very disturbed

person in today’s Gospel.
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Name: Korean Community Church
BSB: 062786
Account Number: 000027424
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