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* What is Advent?

Advent is a call to followers of Christ
to remember the birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. The word ‘advent’ stems
from a Latin word that means ‘coming’ or
‘arrival’. The Advent season begins on the
fourth Sunday before Christmas and,
depending on the year, can range from
22 to 28 days. Its purpose is to help
believers remain focused on the birth of
Christ and Jesus' glorious return.
‘Anticipation. Expectant waiting’, this is
what Advent has always been and will

always be about.

* Advent is like Waiting in Excitement

Think about the times when you waited
in line at an amusement park, to buy
tickets to see your favorite baseball
team, or to hear your favorite band. In
these instances, the waiting is much
different. People are excited and you
might even be talking to some of them
about the ride you're getting ready to
experience, the sports team that you
love, or the band you're about to hear.
This example is the kind of waiting we

are called to in Advent.

X Catéthism for Kids

* Waiting in Joyful Hope

At Mass, after praying the Lord's Prayer,
we hear priest’ prayer “as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.” This prayer reminds
us that during Advent, we wait in joy, in
hope, and in anticipation for the
wonderful event we are about to
experience — the feast of Christmas, the
coming of Christ into our lives in new
ways, the return of Christ in glory at the
end of time. As the Church, we wait
during Advent and look forward to
celebrating the fact that God loves us so
much that he sent his Son into the world
to save us. This waiting is far from
empty; rather, it is full of the hope that

God promises us as we prepare for Christ

in the feast of Christmas.
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